By Patricia Koning

A police officer is shot,
stabbed. or invalved ina car ac-
cident in the line of duty. The
immediate response is to admin-
ister on-the-scene first aid and
=end for an ambulance. Ww hat if
the cfficer weme a part of a K9
podice unit—the canine half?

O Saturday, May 2, police
oifficers from all over the Bay Area
comverged on the Livermore Po-
lice Depanment i participate in
Emergency First A id Training for
B9 Handlers sothey would knows
exactly what to do in those sim-
aticn= and more. The class was
conceived of by Livermore Po-
lice Officer Cindy Moore, who
last month retired Andy, her ca-
nine partnerof the lasteightyears.

“Ikronw hons important these
dogs are to their agencies and
handlers,” she explained. “How -
ever, most departments aren’t
properly trained or equipped for
an emergency.”

She approached D Roberi
Lukas o the Tr-Yalley Animal
Emergency Center in Dublin,
who has been an emergency vet-
erinan an for over Xy ears. "Twas
surprised to leam that police dog
handlers do not have regularly
scheduled first aid
classes relating to theirdog part-
ners,” he said.

Lukas broughi together three
other colleagues: Dr. Robert
Stannard. president of Adobs Pet
Hospital and the primary care
doctor for Livermore's police
dogs, D Timothy Sellmeyer of
“eterinarian Surgical Associates;
and Dr. Rob Yelland of Berkeley
Do and Cat Hospital,

Stannard. an executive board
membser of the American Heart-
Wil Association, coverad pre-
ventative and routine veterinary
came, One of his takeaway mes-
=ages was that every dog, police
or otherwise, should be on
monthly heartworm medicine.
“Heartworm infection can end a
police dog's career, and it"s ut-
terly preventable,” be said. “Po-
lice dogs are munning through
fields and going into unsavory
places, =0 handlers need to un-
derstand how tolock for and treat
tick-bome diseazes.”

Sellmeyer, a veterinary sur-
geon, discussed the surgical
needs of injured police dogs,
Yelland, a veterinary dentist. ad-
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dressed canine dental needs.
Lukas coversd heat stroke. rattle-
snake bites, poisoning, bandag-
ing, controlling bleeding. and
canine CPR. The vets gave dem-
ocnarations of proper care on real
and fake dogs, and the officers
even got to practice CPR on a
canine CPR dummmy.

Each police officer went home
with a wauma kit and personal-
ized first aid bag containing ban-
daging and splinting material, a
thermometer, hemostatic powder
o control bleeding, saline for
fluzhing wounds, antibictic cint-
ment, insruments to remoy e for-
eignobjects and ticks, eye wash,
lubricant, and other specialized
itema.

The veterinarians donated
their time ( the class fee paid for
the trauma kits and first aid bags).
“These men and women and dogs
put their life on the line for
society's welfare. It was no prob-
lemn for me to give up a day for
their benefit,” said Lukas,

The response to the training
was =0 greal that Moore went
will over the original class limit
of 30 student=. The Livermore
Police Department hopes o of-
fer another training session be-
fiore the end of the year.

Moome was inspired to create
the training because she took a
similar class early in her career

as a K9 handler and because of
two recent incidents involying
podice dogs. In the Sacramento
area, a police dog was hit by a
car and killed while in pursuit of
carjacking subject. In Santa
Clara, a suspect siabbed a palice
dog after being apprehended by
the dog. That story has a happier
ending—the dog never loosened
its hiold om the suspect and made
a full recovery,

Police departments mak e sig-
nificant irvestrnents in their K9
units. A good dog costs arcund
F7.000 and needs a specially
outfited patrol carwith constant
termperature contral. Usually it
takes several years of parnership
for a dog and handler o reach
their full potential.

Andy, Moom's German shep-
herd partrer. was aparol dog and
trained for narcotics searches. He
assisted her with high risk car
stops, crowd control, and
seamches for narcotics and sus-
pects. “A dop can move quickly
into spaces a human can't easily
getinto.” she explained. "Weuze
the dogs to clear a suspect’s car.,
o make =sure we don't get am-
bushed.”

Andy's main purpose, she
added, was a= a deterrent. “We
want compliance,” she said.
“While police dogs are trained
o apprebend, it usually doesn't
get that far.”
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